ABSTRACT_
(Bed 0215, 3 specimens), C. tricarinella Reuss (Bed 0214, 1 specimen), C. triquetra Gumbel (Bed 0215, 2 specimens), Epistomina elegans (dorbigny) (Bed 0215, abundant (86 specimens)), E. reticulatu (Reuss) (Bed 0214, frequent (24 specimens)), E. ornuta (Roemer) (Bed 0214, frequent (23 specimens); Bed 0215 rare (6 specimens)), Bullopora rosfruta Quenstedt (Bed 0215, 3 specimens (adherent to shell fragments)) and Nonion cf. fraasunus (Gumbel) (Bed 0215, 1 specimen)). MacFadyen's specimens are housed in three cavity slides (640) (641) (642) in the Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge, where they have been examined by the author. His figures (drawings by Miss E.T. Talbot) are reproduced on P1. 1. Curatorial details are included on the accompanying plate explanation. By reference to the modem literature, I have attempted to resolve the nomenclatorial problems alluded to by MacFadyen ("the determination of Jurassic foraminifera (Daghani)) and in the sub-basin south of the El Hamurre Fault (running W-E at about 7 N on the other side of the Arabo-Somali Massif) (see, for instance, Arkell, 1956; Bosellini, 1992) .
presents special difficulties at the present time, particularly as regards nomenclature ... due in large part to the confusion arising from the older literature ..."), and have reidentified several species, as indicated on Table 1 .
AGE A N D PALAEOENVIRONMENTAL INTERPRETA-TION O F T H E GAHODLEH SHALES
The Age of the Gahodleh Shales has been variously interpreted in the Somalian literature as "Argovian" or "Argovian" to Early Kimmeridgian (Furon, 1956; Barnes, 1976) , apparently essentially on some somewhat inconclusive cephalopod evidence provided by Spath (1935) Arkell (1956) and Dreyfuss (1956) ), but the term has been used loosely to denote "Middle Jurassic" to "Corallian" (Harland et al., 1982) . As indicated on Table 3 , I have interpreted the age of the Gahodleh Shales (as represented by Beds 0214 and 0215) as Late Oxfordian. This age is in accord with that assigned by Arkell (1956) Bosellini, 1992) .
Palaeoenvironmental Interpretation
With regard to the palaeo-environmental interpretation of the Gahodleh Shales, a "shelfal" setting is suggested both by regional palaeogeographic reconstructions (Azzaroli & Fois, 1964; Bosellini, 1992) and by the local lithofacies (argillaceous, non-calcareous). The benthonic foraminifera1 assemblages are entirely consistent with a shelfal interpretation. Such species as Dentalina aseudocommunis and Lenticulina muensteri s. Citliariiin servatocostata (Gumbel) . Bed 0215. x46. Sedgwick Museum Slide 642, Squares 3 (Fig. 8) and 4 (Fig. 9). Figs. 10-11 Lenticulina iirirriistrvi (Roemer) s.1. Bed 0214. Fig. 10 x37; Fig. 11 x46. Sedgwick Museum Slide 642, Squares 12 ( Figure 10 ) and 15 (Fig. 11) . A lithostratigraphic correlation can be made between the Middle to Late Jurassic sections of Somalia and the Arabian Peninsula (which were at that time, prior to the rifting in the Gulf of Aden, contiguous). This correlation (Table 3) indicates that the Madbi Formation of the Yemen is partly equivalent to the Gahodleh Shales of Somalia, and is therefore at least in part of Oxfordian age. This in turn provides independent constraint on the ages of the overlying surface and subsurface formations of the Yemen, which was formerly lacking (ages being based on larger benthonic foraminifera1 and palynomorph datums generally only loosely calibrated against standard ammonite zonations). This is important in that certain of the subsurface formations constitute important petroleum reservoirs in fields in the Marib Jawf Graben (see, for instance, Maycock (1987) , Huurdeman et aZ. (1989) and Ali Tahera et al. (1992) ).
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CONCLUSIONS
Reidentifications of some of the smaller benthonic foraminifera identified by from the Gahodleh Shales of Somalia enable a refinement of the stratigraphic interpretation of the formation. An Oxfordian age is assigned. An Oxfordian age is also assigned to the presumed equivalent Madbi Formation, which underlies petroliferous formations in the subsurface of the Marib Jawf Grabenin the Beydoun (1964 Beydoun ( ,1970 Beydoun ( , 1988 Beydoun ( , 1991 , Abbate et al. (1974) , Barnes (1976) , Ali Tahera et al. (1990) , Bott (1992) and unpublished sources. Lithostratigraphic nomenclature follows the BP in-house usage. Madbi Limestone probably equivalent to lower ("platy") Naifa Formation of authors. 
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